Meet Ghislaine: Heiress to an Espionage Empire 


More than just being the favorite child of her father, Ghislaine Maxwell was at the center of the influence 
operation and the web of businesses linked to organized crime and intelligence that Robert Maxwell set up in 
New York City before his 1991 death. 
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Despite being found guilty late last year for her role in sex crimes against minors, Ghislaine Maxwell, the 
“madam” and chief accomplice of the intelligence-linked pedophile and sex trafficker, Jeffrey Epstein, 
may soon walk free. A juror in the case, Scotty David, subsequently took credit for the jury’s decision to 
find Ghislaine Maxwell guilty and “inadvertently” revealed that he had incorrectly answered a pretrial 
questionnaire. As a result, the possibility of a mistrial, and Ghislaine walking free, now looms large. 


David has some interesting connections, as he currently works for the Carlyle Group—the global 
investment firm whose ties to the bin Laden family during the early 2000s have come under scrutiny. 
Carlyle’s executives often have ties to intelligence, with one example being its chairman emeritus, Frank 
Carlucci, having been deputy director of the CIA and, later, Reagan’s secretary of defense. Carlyle’s 
current cofounder and cochairman David Rubenstein, as noted in the Free Press Report, served on the 
board of the influential Trilateral Commission at the same time as Jeffrey Epstein, while his ex-wife Alice 
Rogoff (divorced in 2017) had a very close working relationship with Ghislaine Maxwell, including with 
her now defunct “charity,” the TerraMar Project. Given that there are known ties between David’s 


employer and Ghislaine Maxwell, why has this potential conflict of interest gone unmentioned by 
mainstream media? 


Not only that, but—according to a family member of one of the women who testified against Maxwell 
during her trial—David was connected with the journalist who published the now infamous postverdict 
report via Vicky Ward. Ward has been denounced by Epstein victims and others close to the case for 
having had a chummy relationship with Ghislaine Maxwell in the past, which she declined to disclose for 
years, and for telling Ghislaine that Epstein victim Maria Farmer had been the person who had first 
reported Maxwell and Epstein to the FBI back in 1996. Farmer claims that Ward’s lack of journalistic 
integrity, after promising to keep Farmer’s identity secret, put her life in danger and forced her into 
hiding. 


It seems that there is, yet again, a major cover-up in the works, one that involves major centers of 
financial and political power in New York City and beyond. In order to fully understand the sexual 
trafficking and blackmail operation that Maxwell and Epstein oversaw, and why powerful forces 
apparently continue to intervene in the case, one must first understand its genesis, particularly how and 
why Ghislaine Maxwell arrived in New York City. In this second installment of “Meet Ghislaine”— 

read Part 1 here—the beginnings of Ghislaine’s career, which was closely controlled by her father, Robert 
Maxwell, until his 1991 death, are followed in detail. 


The Young Ghislaine 


Early on in life, Ghislaine Maxwell was surrounded by the rich and powerful figures who frequented her 
father’s offices as his publishing empire and political connections grew both in the UK and abroad. Her 
father, Robert Maxwell, was a dominant force in her life as he was for her siblings as well, though 
Ghislaine gained a reputation as his favorite child, despite having been neglected in the earliest years of 
her life. 


However, Ghislaine did not escape the abuse that was known to befall Robert Maxwell’s other children. 
While brothers Kevin and Ian were well known to regularly receive tongue lashings from their father in 
full view of friends and business associates, Ghislaine received “prearranged hidings [beatings]” from her 
father, with a nine-year-old Ghislaine telling author Eleanor Berry, a friend and confidant of her father’s, 
that “Daddy has a series of things lined up in a row. There’s a riding crop with a swish to it, another 
straight riding crop and a few shoehorns. He always asks me to choose which one I want.” 


By all accounts, Robert Maxwell had firm control over Ghislaine’s young life. This was particularly true 
when it came to her love life through her teens and into her time at university, when he reportedly would 
ban her boyfriends from the family home and try to keep her from being seen with them publicly. It 
appears that Robert Maxwell applied this rule uniquely to Ghislaine and not to his three older daughters. 
Though such behavior could be attributed merely to his being a protective father, he later went to great 
lengths—even involving his publishing empire—to promote Ghislaine’s affairs with certain individuals, 
particularly those who inhabited elite circles (explored in more depth later in this article). This behavior 
suggests that Robert Maxwell may have seen Ghislaine’s sexuality as a useful tool in growing his 
influence empire, beginning when she was quite young. It also may have contributed to Ghislaine’s 
willingness, years later, to sexually exploit and abuse the young women targeted by herself and Jeffrey 
Epstein. 


In much the same way as Ghislaine’s young personal life was controlled by her father, her entry into the 
working world after her graduation from Oxford was directly facilitated and managed by her father, with 
Robert Maxwell setting her up “with a string of jobs across his business empire.” By 1984, at age twenty- 
two, she was serving as a director of the British football club Oxford United alongside her brother Kevin. 
At the time, Robert Maxwell held shares in the club through a company created explicitly for that 
purpose. He served as the club’s chairman beginning in 1982. 
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Ghislaine and her father at an Oxford United football match 


Prior to and during this same period, Ghislaine worked in various roles at her father’s companies 
Pergamon Press and the Mirror Group, with British media later describing her early career as “entirely. 
dependent on her father’s patronage.” She was working for the Mirror Group by 1984 and possibly 
earlier. During this period, Robert often used Ghislaine to market and generally represent his newspapers 
publicly. 


In 1985, and with Robert Maxwell’s full approval, The People — the Sunday edition of the Daily Mirror 
— ran a story claiming that efforts were being made to blackmail the paper’s publisher, Robert Maxwell 
himself. The blackmailer had reportedly threatened Maxwell with information regarding Ghislaine’s 
alleged relationship with David Manners, then-Marquis of Granby and the future Duke of Rutland. The 
article sought to paint Robert Maxwell as bravely resisting the “blackmailer,” but there is more to the 


story. 


This astonishing article claimed that people connected with the British MP Harvey Proctor had tried to 
blackmail Maxwell via The People. The article claimed that a “sinister phonecaller” had warned that, if 
the newspaper continued its campaign to expose Harvey Proctor, they would “produce a story about 
Ghislaine and Lord Granby at Belvoir Castle with incriminating pictures of them in compromising 
positions.” Manners denied the claim, stating that he and Ghislaine were merely friends. 
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The bizarre decision to publish a front-page story exploiting his own daughter’s alleged sexual 
relationship because of an anonymous phone call was especially odd given that Robert Maxwell was 
known for his tight control over his youngest daughter’s love life. As previously mentioned, he had 
banned her boyfriends from visiting the family house and had gone to great lengths to prevent her from 
being seen in public with them. Yet, for whatever reason, Robert Maxwell clearly wanted information 
linking Ghislaine to the future duke put out into the public sphere. Though it is difficult to know exactly 
what was behind this odd episode in Ghislaine’s past, the situation suggests that Robert Maxwell saw 
Ghislaine’s young sexuality as a useful tool in building his influence empire. 


The story is also odd for other reasons. The motive of the blackmailer was ostensibly to prevent Maxwell- 
owned papers from covering the Harvey Proctor scandal. But Manners (Lord Granby in the article), who 
was allegedly involved with Ghislaine, was also a close friend and later the employer of Harvey Proctor. 
Why would someone close to Proctor seek to blackmail Maxwell by putting the reputation of his own 
friend on the line? 


In addition, the appearance of Harvey Proctor, a Conservative member of Parliament, in this tabloid 
spectacle is interesting for a few reasons. In 1987, Proctor pleaded guilty to sexual indecency with two 
young men, who were sixteen and nineteen at the time, and several witnesses interviewed in that 
investigation described him as having a sexual interest in “young boys.” Later, a controversial court case 
saw Proctor accused of having been involved with well-connected British pedophile and procurer of 
children Jimmy Savile; he was alleged to have been part of a child sex-abuse ring that was said to include 
former UK prime minister Ted Heath. 


Of course, the Maxwell-owned newspapers, in covering the alleged effort to blackmail Robert Maxwell, 
did not mention the “young boys” angle at all, instead focusing on claims that distracted from the then- 
credible accusations of pedophilia by claiming that Proctor was merely into “spanking” and was 
“whacky,” among other things. 


As was mentioned in Part 1 of this series, Ghislaine had also become involved with “philanthropy” tied to 
her father’s media empire during this period, which included hosting a “Disney day out for kids” and 
benefit dinner on behalf of the Mirror Group for the Save the Children NGO. Part of the event took place 
at the home of the Marquess and Lady of Bath, with the former known being for his strange obsession 
with Adolf Hitler. The gala was attended by members of the British royal family. The same evening that 
the Ghislaine-hosted bash concluded, the Marquess of Bath’s son was found hanging from a bedspread 
tied to an oak beam at the Bath Arms bar in what was labeled a suicide. 


The attendance of royals at this Ghislaine-hosted gala was not some lucky break for Ghislaine or her 
“philanthropic” efforts, given that Ghislaine had been close to the royals for years, as some of her later 
employees and victims_attested to having personally seen pictures of her “growing up” with the royals, a 
relationship allegedly facilitated by the Maxwell family’s ties to the Rothschild banking family. Ghislaine 
was heard on more than one occasion describing the wealthy and influential Rothschilds as her family’s 
“greatest protectors,” and they were also among Robert Maxwell’s most important bankers, who helped 
him finance the construction of his vast media empire and web of companies and untraceable trusts. 


While Ghislaine was working in these capacities for her father’s business empire, there are indications 
that she had also, to some extent, begun to become involved in his espionage-related activities. According 
to former Israeli intelligence operative and associate of Maxwell in his dealings with Mossad, Ari Ben- 
Menashe, Ghislaine accompanied her father to events frequently, including the now-infamous 1989 party 
on Maxwell’s yacht where several key figures in the intelligence-related PROMIS software scandal were 
in attendance. 


Ben-Menashe has also claimed that Jeffrey Epstein was brought into the group of Israeli spies that 
included himself and Robert Maxwell during this period in the mid-1980s and that Epstein had been 
introduced to Robert Maxwell after having been romantically involved with Ghislaine. 


In 2019, Ben-Menashe told former CBS News producer Zev Shalev that “he [Maxwell] wanted us to 
accept him [Epstein] as part of our group. .. . I’m not denying that we were at the time a group that it was 
Nick Davies [foreign editor of the Maxwell-owned Daily Mirror], it was Maxwell, it was myself and our 
team from Israel, we were doing what we were doing.” He then added that Maxwell had stated during the 
introduction that “your Israeli bosses have already approved” of Epstein. Shalev later corroborated 
Epstein’s affiliation with Israeli military intelligence during this period with another former Israeli 
intelligence official. Epstein’s former business associate Steve Hoffenberg, who worked with Epstein 
from the late 1980s until 1993, has also stated that Epstein had boasted of his work for Israeli intelligence 
during that period and “rumors” of Epstein’s affiliation with both Israeli and US intelligence appeared in 
media reports as early as 1992. 


Ari Ben Menashe in his office. He now runs a consultancy firm. 


Past reporting by Seymour Hersh and others revealed that Maxwell, Davies, and Ben-Menashe were 
involved in the transfer and sale of military equipment and weapons from Israel to Iran on behalf of 
Israeli intelligence during this period. Epstein is also have known to have been involved with arms 
dealers at this time, including with UK’s Douglas Leese and the Iran-Contra—linked Adnan Khashoggi. 
Ben-Menashe went on to tell Shalev that he had “met him [Epstein] a few times in Maxwell’s office, that 
was it.” He also said he was not aware of Epstein being involved in arms deals for anyone else he knew at 
the time but that Maxwell wanted to involve Epstein in the arms transfer in which he, Davies, and Ben- 
Menashe were engaged on Israel’s behalf. He later clarified that he had seen Epstein on several occasions 
after his initial recruitment, as Epstein “used to be in [Robert Maxwell’s] office [in London] quite often” 
and would arrive there between trips to and from Israel. 


Moving On Up 


Beginning roughly during this same period, in 1986, Ghislaine began dating an Italian aristocrat 

named Count Gianfranco Cicogna, whose grandfather was Mussolini’s finance minister and the last doge 
of Venice. Cicogna also had ties to both covert and overt power structures in Italy, particularly to the 
Vatican, to the CIA in Italy, and to the Italian side of the National Crime Syndicate. The other half of that 
syndicate, of course, was the Jewish American mob with its modern-day ties to the informal Mega Group, 
which itself was deeply connected to the Epstein scandal and whose members included business partners 
of Robert Maxwell. 
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Gianfranco Cicogna in an undated photo 


Cicogna’s relationship with Ghislaine lasted throughout the 1990s, though numerous media outlets have 
misreported their relationship as having taken place only during the early 1990s. It was reported in the 
British media in 1992 that Cicogna had been Ghislaine’s “great love” and that he had “moulded the 
Ghislaine we now see. He told her where to get her hair cut, and what to wear.” It’s worth noting that 
Gianfranco Cicogna met a grisly end in 2012 when the plane he was flying exploded in a giant fireball 
during an air show, a morbid spectacle that can surprisingly still be viewed on YouTube. 


Toward the end of her relationship with Cicogna, Ghislaine is said to have founded the Kit Kat Club, 
which she depicted as a feminist endeavor. Why Ghislaine chose the name “Kit Kat Club” is something of 
a mystery. The original Kit Kat Club was set up by a renowned pie maker named Christopher Catling in 
London during the eighteenth century to promote the freedoms obtained during the 1688 Glorious 
Revolution. Until the late 1800s, Catling’s organization was the only entity to use the name. Then, in the 
1900s, various wealthy private clubs, music venues, and public houses adopted the name for 
establishments all around the UK. The original name of the club created by Catling was also the 
inspiration behind the naming of the famous KitKat chocolate bar produced by Nestlé. The name caught 
on, with independent music venues bearing the name in Wales, Northern Ireland, and the North of 
England; there was even a Kit Kat Club band in Scotland. Then came the 1966 musical Cabaret, which 
was set in the Kit Kat Club in Berlin. Cabaret had been turned into a movie around the time Ghislaine 
Maxwell supposedly founded and named her own Kit Kat organization, but her true reasons for choosing 
this name may never be known. 


An article in the Sydney Morning Herald later described Maxwell’s Kit Kat Club as “a salon held in a 
variety of locations, designed to bring together women from the arts, politics and society.” The article 
goes on to quote an attendee of the events, author Anna Pasternak, who stated, “It was bright, wealthy and 
society women. Nowadays, it seems quite normal to be going to a meeting just for women, but 30 years 
ago it seemed exciting.” Of Ghislaine, Pasternak stated that she was “very mindful of who you were, your 
status, your importance. I think it was more a way of advancing herself, making contacts that could be 
useful to her.” 


The Kit Kat Club, despite being described by other outlets as “an all-female debating society” and group 
meant to “help women in commerce and industry,” held functions that were hosted by Maxwell that often 
had many men in attendance. One apparently frequent attendee of the Kit Kat Club was Jeffrey Archer. 
Archer is a former Tory MP turned novelist who has been the recipient of various accusations of financial 


fraud over the years and who has served time in prison for perjury. He was another close colleague of 
Harvey Proctor and helped finance his business ventures following the latter’s conviction for acts of 
“gross indecency” with two teenage boys. In a 1996 article published by the Daily News, Archer said of 
his experience at the Kit Kat Club: “I had the time of my life, surrounded by women under 40. I had 
orgasm after orgasm just talking to them!” 


Archer can also be seen in images taken at a Kit Kat Club event in 2004. Pictures from that same event 
show other attendees, including Stanley and Rachel Johnson, the father and sister of current UK prime 
minister Boris Johnson. Also seen at this 2004 Kit Kat function was former Tory MP Jonathan Aitken, 
who went to jail for perjury and is known for his close ties to Saudi royalty; former key figure in the 
Rupert Murdoch media empire, Andrew Neil; and Anton Mosimann, who has been called the “chef to 
royalty.” 


There has since been speculation that Ghislaine’s Kit Kat Club is where Donald Trump met his future 
wife Melania. Although the New York Times and other outlets reported that, at Fashion Week 

1998, Donald Trump first met Melania at the Kit Kat Club in New York, this locale was not related to 
Maxwell’s Kit Kat Club and is instead a famous club in New York that also got its name from Catling’s 
original Kit Kat Club. However, these same outlets also reported that Epstein and Maxwell claimed to 
have been the ones who introduced the Trumps to each other. 


Soon after her “painful” split from Gianfranco Cicogna, Ghislaine was seen skiing in Aspen, Colorado 
—“where the rich and famous mix” during the winter season—with American actor George Hamilton, 
who was also seen escorting Ghislaine to the Epsom races in 1991. Hamilton, twenty-two years 
Ghislaine’s senior, is apparently much more than just an actor, as he allegedly played a major role in 
aiding Ferdinand Marcos, the former dictator of the Philippines, and his wife Imelda move billions of 
public funds out of the country and convert them into private wealth for themselves and their accomplices 
abroad. Marcos originally rose to power with the help of the CIA. 


George Hamilton and Ghislaine Maxwell attend the Epsom races in 1991 


A NY prosecutor referred to Hamilton as a “front” for Marcos, and media reports at the time claimed he 
had also acted as Imelda Marcos’s financial adviser. The Associated Press reported that Hamilton had 
been an unindicted co-conspirator in the fraud and racketeering cases brought against Imelda Marcos after 
she and her husband fled their country in 1986. The congressional committee tasked with investigating 
the flight of billions from the Philippines just prior to Marcos’s ouster declined to investigate the financial 
transactions surrounding Hamilton, which were alleged to have been connected to that very crime. 
Notably, at the same time, the CIA refused to disclose what it knew about the capital flight. As mentioned 
later in this article, the private investigator hired by this congressional committee to track down the 
Marcos’s money was Jules Kroll. 


In 1990, Ghislaine was added to the payroll of another of her father’s newspapers, the European, which 
had launched that same year. It’s not exactly clear, however, at what point she joined the company or in 
what role(s) she served. A website recently set up by Ghislaine’s siblings following her July 2020 arrest 
for sexual crimes related to minors states that she developed and created “advertising opportunities” in 
the newspaper’s supplement during her time there. This same year, she moved to the United States, first 
to Los Angeles after being “offered a small part in a movie” that was being filmed there. 


Coming to America 


During the late 1980s, Robert Maxwell’s media empire began to falter as he had overextended his 
finances by making massive purchases, including Macmillan publishing among many others. Part of the 
reason behind his rapid, and arguably hasty, expansion was related to his rivalry with fellow media baron 
Rupert Murdoch. Another factor was his desire to become ever more wealthy and powerful. Former 
British ambassador to the US Peter Jay, who had also served as Maxwell’s chief of staff, later said that 
these purchases were partially motivated by Maxwell being “offended and upset that he was seen as 
merely a printer. . .. He was determined to go and demonstrate to the world that he was a publisher as 
well.” 


Given Robert Maxwell’s ties to intelligence and the role some of his media assets played in espionage- 
related affairs, such as the arrest of Israeli nuclear whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu, it is possible if not 
likely that some of these acquisitions during this period were motivated by more than just his ego. Indeed, 
some of the companies Maxwell purchased or created during this period played a role in his sale of the 
bugged PROMIS software, acting as fronts for Israeli intelligence in the process. 


In the lead-up to the 1990s, some of Maxwell’s companies became increasingly linked to organized 
criminal activities, such as those of Russian mobster Semion Mogilevich, and to the effort of Bulgarian 
intelligence to plunder Western technology known as Neva. Some of the companies Maxwell created to 
operate the Neva program were also used as cover for Israeli intelligence. The ties between this Maxwell- 
operated web of companies to the interconnected worlds of intelligence and organized crime grew under 
the umbrella corporation known as Multi-Group. The FBI later referred to Multi-Group, cofounded by 
Maxwell, as giving rise to a global criminal syndicate that came to control a large percentage of the 
profits from major industries, including oil, telecommunications, and natural gas. The Maxwell model for 
moving and laundering money between a web of Eastern and Western banks was at the core of the 
criminal enterprise that lurked within the Multi-Group web of companies. 


Years later, the FBI’s foremost counterintelligence expert, John Patrick O’ Neill, described Robert 
Maxwell as being “at the heart of the global criminal network” and that his lasting contribution to the 
world was having been “the man who set in motion a true coalition of global criminals” through the 
creation of Multi-Group. O’Neill died in the attacks of September 11, 2001. His death was not only 
convenient for those constructing the official narrative of the attacks, as he had been the top expert in the 
FBI on Al-Qaeda and Osama bin Laden, but it was also convenient for those who took the reins of 
Maxwell’s criminal enterprises in New York after Maxwell’s 1991 demise. Indeed, in the late 1990s, 
O’Neill had told author Gordon Thomas that he “had staff still trying to unravel the links from Maxwell’s 
legacy,” particularly his organized crime links and their operation in New York. 


John P. O’Neill, the FBI counterintelligence expert, was the Bureau’s top expert on Osama bin Laden and 
was also attempting to track down the vestiges Robert Maxwell’s crime-linked enterprises in New York 
City before his death on September 11, 2001. 


Robert Maxwell’s foothold in New York, which led to his establishing links to the city’s criminal 
underworld, appear to have gotten underway when he purchased Macmillan. He had little trouble raising 
money for a grander entry into New York business and society, despite his well-known past financial 
chicanery that had earned him the nickname “the bouncing Czech.” Investment banks such as Lehman 
Brothers, Rothschild Inc., Salomon Brothers, and Goldman Sachs lined up to represent and help finance 
Maxwell and his ever-growing web of businesses and corporate entities. Some speculated at the time that 
some of the funds Maxwell raised during this period and for this purpose had originated in the Soviet 
Union, where he had considerable connections, including to the KGB. There is also the possibility that 
some of the funds included proceeds from Maxwell’s sale of bugged PROMIS software to governments 
around the world. 


Despite having opened a considerable new stream of revenue through Multi-Group and its legitimate and 
illegitimate businesses, years of financial fraud and stock-buying schemes caught up with Robert 
Maxwell’s empire, which began rapidly imploding in early 1991. In what is often considered a bizarre 
move by observers, given Maxwell’s dire financial situation and the poor state of the newspaper, Maxwell 
decided to expand his presence in New York by buying the New York Daily News in March 1991. 
However, Gordon Thomas later reported that the paper’s previous owners, the Chicago Tribune Group, 
had offered Maxwell $60 million to take over the floundering paper. Regardless of the true story behind 
his acquisition of the paper, he chose to put his daughter Ghislaine in charge of “special projects” shortly 
after becoming its owner. That position, per London’s Sunday Times, “provided her with her entree to the 
power base of the city.” 


In addition to her new role in charge of “special projects” for the paper, Ghislaine was 
also made managing director of a “ready-made” company based in New York and created by her father, 
Maxwell Corporate Gifts. The New York Post later described the company as Ghislaine’s “own fiefdom.” 


Little is otherwise known about Maxwell Corporate Gifts, with the Maxwell family subsequently 
describing the company as “a business that supplied long-term service awards for companies.” In 2021, 
Ghislaine’s siblings published a short biography of their sister that asserted that Ghislaine had founded 
Maxwell Corporate Gifts in the mid-1980s after her graduation from Oxford and before her move to the 
US. Their claim is at odds with past media reports that predate Ghislaine’s infamy by several years and 
even decades. It is also possible, however, that the entity’s creation preceded by several years its use by 
Ghislaine and her father in New York. 


Because few or no public records remain accessible regarding the company’s activities, we can only 
speculate about its activities. Given that the creation of the company coincided with the Maxwells’ entry 
into New York as well as the fact that Robert Maxwell’s ambition to expand his influence throughout the 
city was quite clear at the time, it was most likely a part of the growing Maxwell influence network in the 
city. New York media outlets subsequently claimed that Robert Maxwell saw himself as “the patriarch of 
a dynasty that would wield financial and political power on a global scale” and that he additionally saw 
New York as where they would truly make their mark. 


After buying the New York Daily News, and despite his mounting financial problems, Maxwell received 
such positive attention in New York City that it surprised even him. According to an anecdote from 
Robert Pirie, investment banker and the then-president of Rothschild Inc.: 


After he bought the Daily News, I picked him up at his boat. He liked 
Chinese food, so I decided to take him to Fus, which is the best Chinese 
restaurant in the city. As we drove up First Avenue, people would recognize 
him, and open their car doors and come out and shake his hand. At Fu’, the 
entire restaurant got up on its feet and started clapping. He was 
overwhelmed. He told me, “In my whole life in London, no one ever acted 
like this. I’m here a month and look what’ happening.” 


This type of reception throughout the city led Maxwell to become even more determined to expand his 
presence there. He hired a “group of prominent consultants and lawyers to help him make his way in 
America.” These included former senator Howard Baker and former senator John Tower as well as 
Republican Party consultant and high-profile public relations executive Robert Keith Gray. The inclusion 
of these three men in advising Maxwell on his entry into the United States is highly significant, but each 
is important for a different reason. 


Senator Howard Baker (R-TN) 


Tennessee senator Howard Baker, best known for being the vice-chairman of the Senate Watergate 
Committee and subsequently Reagan’s chief of staff after the Iran-Contra scandal, had become Robert 
Maxwell’s business partner in 1991 in a venture called Newstar. Newstar focused on expanding 
investment opportunities for Americans in the former Soviet Union and was described by Richard Jacobs, 
who cofounded the company with Baker, as “an international merchant banking, investment and advisory 
company.” Jacobs also stated that Robert Maxwell was one of the major shareholders in the company. 
Newstar was just one of several companies that Maxwell used to enrich himself through privatizing assets 
of the former Soviet Union. Baker also attempted to recruit other respected public figures into Maxwell’s 
empire. 
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Senator John Tower (R-TX) 


It appears that Maxwell first encountered Baker through his years-long relationship with Senator Tower, 
with whom Baker had had a decades-long partnership in the Senate. Maxwell had first gotten close to 
Tower years earlier, at Henry Kissinger’s behest, with the intention of advancing the Mossad goal of 
installing PROMIS software on the computers of top-secret US laboratories tied to the nuclear weapons 
program. It was Maxwell who placed Tower on the Mossad payroll, prompted his involvement in the 
Iran-Contra deal, and later added him to his own payroll via the company Pergamon-Brassey, which 
appears to have been strongly related to both the PROMIS scandal and the Bulgarian-led Neva program. 
Tower died just months before Maxwell, in early 1991, as the result of a suspicious plane crash, which at 
the time reportedly made Robert Maxwell fear for his own life. 


Robert Keith Gray 


Robert Keith Gray is perhaps the key to unlocking the truth about Robert Maxwell’s plans and ambitions 
for his future in New York City. Gray was a smooth operator, having worked on major presidential 
campaigns and as the top executive at the public relations firm Hill and Knowlton. Less known is the fact 
that Gray had extensive ties to US intelligence and also to a handful of call girl and sexual-blackmail 
rings that encircled the Watergate scandal of the Nixon presidency and the more obscure Koreagate 
scandal of the same era. He was also tied, through connections in his home state of Nebraska, to figures 
involved in the Franklin Scandal. One common thread throughout the sexual blackmail scandals that were 
linked in some way to Gray was the Georgetown Club, owned by South Korean intelligence asset 
Tongsun Park and whose president was Robert Keith Gray at the time when it was used by CIA and other 
intelligence-linked figures to acquire sexual blackmail. John Tower was a member of the Georgetown 
Club during this period, as were many other prominent politicians and power brokers in Washington, DC. 


During the period where he sought these men’s advice about how to grow his influence in New York, 
Robert Maxwell was also eager to get closer to George H. W. Bush—then the US president—with whom 
he had cultivated a relationship decades earlier. The Bush White House later became embroiled in the 
pedophile, blackmail, and sex-trafficking scandal that enveloped former Washington lobbyist Craig 
Spence, a network later shown by journalist Nick Bryant to have been at the core of the Franklin Scandal 
network. The alleged contact Spence had at the Bush White House was former National Security Advisor 
Donald Gregg. Gregg denied these reports, and the story was quickly memory holed. In 1989 Spence 
was found dead in a Boston hotel room and his death was quickly ruled a “suicide.” 


Soon after Robert Maxwell’s effort to expand his footprint in New York, which author Gordon Thomas 
alleges involved Maxwell’s desire to become “king” of the city, he was being “courted” by Edgar 
Bronfman, Laurence Tisch, and other “luminaries of the New York Jewish community.” Bronfman and 
Tisch were among the founding members of the informal Mega Group, founded that same year by Leslie 
Wexner and Edgar Bronfman’s brother Charles. Charles Bronfman had previously teamed up with 
Maxwell in 1989 in an ill-fated attempt to purchase the Jerusalem Post. In a previous report that I wrote 
for MintPress News, I noted how many Mega Group members, including Wexner and the Bronfmans, had 
clear ties to organized crime networks and/or intelligence (as was the case for Tisch). Maxwell himself, as 
explored in this article and Part 1 of this series, checked these boxes as well. 


The Mega Group’s existence was not revealed to the public until seven years later, in 1998. At that time, 
it underwent a very public reveal in the Wall Street Journal, and the names of its most prominent 
members were disclosed. Given that Robert Maxwell was cozy with this network and was being 
“courted” by them the year of its founding and that he had died long before the publication of the Wall 
Street Journal article, it is worth considering the possibility that Maxwell himself was a Mega Group 
member and that the only reason his name was not included in the WSJ’s disclosure of the group is 
because he was no longer alive. Support for this thesis can be adduced in the subsequent team-up of 
sexual-blackmail influence operator Jeffrey Epstein, who had been a financial adviser to Wexner since 
1987 and his money manager since 1990, and Ghislaine Maxwell, Robert Maxwell’s favorite daughter. 


While Wexner is often considered to be an Ohio business mogul, he had become increasingly active in 
New York in the 1980s, particularly its real estate market, especially following his involvement with 
Epstein. For over a decade and up until the early 2000s, Epstein was frequently referred to in the press as 
a real estate mogul or “property developer,” and some of these early articles, including one that named 
Ghislaine as the “mysterious business queen” of social circles that spanned New York and London, also 
discussed allegations that Epstein was involved with both the CIA and Israel’s Mossad. 


Rising from the Ashes 


At the end of October 1991, Robert Maxwell contacted private investigator Jules Kroll and arranged a 
meeting to see if he could hire Kroll to investigate a “conspiracy” to ruin him financially and destroy his 
empire. Kroll told Maxwell he would take the case. 


Jules Kroll 


Jules Kroll’s involvement in this matter is significant for several reasons but chiefly because of the ties of 
his firms to US and Israeli intelligence. Kroll Associates, founded by Jules Kroll in 1972, became known 
as “the CIA of Wall Street” and was later alleged by French intelligence to have been used as an actual 


front for the CIA. The reasoning behind this nickname and such claims is partially related to the 
company’s penchant for hiring former CIA and FBI officers as well as former operatives of Britain’s MI6 
and Israel’s Mossad. The successor company to Kroll Associates, K2 Intelligence, has similar hiring 
practices. In 2020, former Kroll Associates employee Roy Den Hollander was accused of murdering the 
son of New York judge Esther Salas at their family home just as Salas was due to preside over a case 
involving ties between Jeffrey Epstein and Deutsche Bank. 


At the time that Robert Maxwell hired Kroll, the brother of then US president and former CIA director 
George H. W. Bush—Johnathan Bush—was on its corporate advisory board. Soon afterward, Kroll 
became employed by Bill Clinton in his first presidential campaign and later was hired to manage security 
for the World Trade Center in New York after the 1993 bombing. In addition, Kroll had been hired to 
investigate how money had been spirited out of the Philippines by the Marcos family. As previously 
mentioned, Ghislaine’s friend George Hamilton had played a significant role in that affair. 


Furthermore, just weeks before 9/11, Kroll hired John P. O’ Neill, with the involvement of Jerome Hauer 
—also a Kroll employee at the time, who would be one of the few, and possibly the only, high-ranking 
Kroll employee to die in the attacks. As previously noted, O’Neill was seeking to unravel “Maxwell’s 
legacy” in New York criminal networks at the time of his death on September 11, 2001. A report from 
January of that year noted that federal investigators were still trying to determine “how much of her 
[Ghislaine’s] father’s fortune is buried in the offshore trusts he used so freely for the benefit of his 
family.” 


Kroll was unable to give Robert Maxwell the information he had wanted before Maxwell died under 
suspicious circumstances on his yacht in November 1991. Though media reports often say that his death 
was most likely a suicide, many biographers, investigators, and even Maxwell’s own family assert that he 
was murdered, having hit the end of the line in terms of his usefulness to those who had empowered his 
legal and illegal activities over the years. Ghislaine herself claims it was a group of “Mossad renegades” 
who took her father’s life. 


Soon after news of Robert Maxwell’s death spread, his wife Betty Maxwell, accompanied by Ghislaine, 
headed to his place of death—his yacht, then located near the Canary Islands. As mentioned in Part 1, 
journalist John Jackson, who was present when Ghislaine and Betty boarded the yacht shortly after 
Robert’s death, claims that it was Ghislaine who “coolly walked into her late father’s office and shredded 
all incriminating documents on board.” Ghislaine denies the incident, though Jackson has never retracted 
his claim, which was reported in a 2007 article published in the Daily Mail. If Jackson is to believed, it 
was Ghislaine—out of all of Robert Maxwell’s children—who was most intimately aware of the 
incriminating secrets of her father’s financial empire and espionage activities. Betty Maxwell 
subsequently claimed that Ghislaine had been the child she chose to accompany her because she spoke 
Spanish and could help more than her other children in communicating with local authorities. 


Ghislaine aboard the Lady Ghislaine shortly after her father’s death 


Following her father’s death, Ghislaine publicly claimed to know next to nothing of his affairs and to 
have no money herself, despite it being well known that her father had created numerous trusts in the 
Lichtenstein tax haven that were meant to fund the Maxwell family for “generations.” A New York 
detective who interviewed Ghislaine in Manhattan while trying to trace her father’s assets later stated: 


She came in dressed in sackcloth and ashes. It was pathetic. She said she 
had no money. Yet here was this expensive lawyer arguing with us in a room 
so air conditioned we couldn t hear what he said. In between claiming she 
had no money, you couldn t but help warming to her, she was so solicitous. 
We hadnt had any lunch and she was recommending restaurants here and 
there and where to stay and go shopping, and slipping in from time to time 
how she never had anything to do with her father s affairs. 


Another investigator said that “It is entirely possible, and we didn’t have the resources to check, that 
Maxwell could have siphoned off money from some of his 400 companies in America to her. She was 
living on something.” 


In 1992, Ghislaine repeated the claims that she was destitute but promised her family would soon make a 
comeback. That year, she told Vanity Fair, “I’m surviving—just. But I can’t just die quietly in a corner. . . 
. I would say we’ ll be back. Watch this space.” As I previously reported, it was during this same period 
that the Maxwell siblings were openly attempting to rebuild their father’s empire and legacy, which 
potentially included his intelligence activities. 


It later emerged that during this period and the years that followed, Ghislaine had shifted from being 
dependent on her father to being “entirely dependent” on Jeffrey Epstein for her “lavish lifestyle.” Some 
acquaintances of Ghislaine have since claimed that “she started working for him [Epstein] immediately 
after her father died.” 


Ghislaine and Jeffrey Epstein at a 1991 memorial event for 
her father at the Plaza Hotel 


Ghislaine and Jeffrey Epstein’s public relationship began in 1991 during a tribute dinner at the Plaza 
Hotel held in Robert Maxwell’s honor, where Epstein sat at the same table with Ghislaine and Betty. 
According to media reports, this was Ghislaine’s “first step in publicly announcing her deep affection for 
him [Epstein].” The choice of the Plaza would prove to be ironic given that Ghislaine and Epstein were 
launching an extensive sexual-blackmail operation that would go on for well over a decade. The hotel had 
previously been the site of a sexual-blackmail operation involving the infamous lawyer Roy Cohn and his 
mentor, the liquor magnate Lewis Rosenstiel. 


The Plaza Hotel was purchased in 1988, not long after Cohn’s death, by Cohn’s protégé, Donald Trump, 
who had become close to Jeffrey Epstein beginning in 1987, when the two men, along with Tom Barrack, 
used to frequent New York nightlife hotspots together. The Plaza subsequently became the site of 
numerous parties attended by underage girls hoping to become “models.” Both Epstein and Trump, 
during this period and beyond, were known for their efforts to purchase, control, or have significant 
access to a variety of modeling agencies. Epstein was known to use the promise of modeling 
opportunities to either recruit or lure in young victims to his and Maxwell’s sexual-trafficking enterprise. 
Regarding Epstein, Trump stated in 2002: “I’ve known Jeff for 15 years. Terrific guy. He’s a lot of fun to 
be with. It is even said that he likes beautiful women as much as I do, and many of them are on the 
younger side.” Years later, Trump claimed to have had a falling out with Epstein over the latter’s 
behavior at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida. 


In the year that followed his first public appearance with Ghislaine, Epstein was treated by both the press 
and those close to Ghislaine as her father reincorporated, with various media reports stating and/or 


quoting their associates comparing Epstein directly to Robert Maxwell. Some of these reports, as early as 
1992, also openly discussed the possibility that Epstein, like Robert Maxwell, was working for Israeli 
intelligence as well as the CIA. 


Reports throughout the 1990s would say that Ghislaine’s role in Epstein’s businesses was “nebulous” yet 
central, and she would later be described as having the role of “consultant.” Her own web of businesses 
was described “as opaque as her father’s,” and one described her as an “internet operator.” When asked 
about her work by reporters, she would refuse to confirm the nature of her businesses or even their names. 
The “internet operator” claim seems to be related to the “substantial interest” she possessed in the tech 
company founded in the 1990s by her twin sisters, Christine and Isabel, which produced the Magellan 
search engine. During this same period, Ghislaine and Epstein courted Microsoft executives, including 
Bill Gates, which led to a close relationship between Microsoft and Magellan and Isabel Maxwell’s 
subsequent business, CommTouch, which had deep ties to Israel’s national-security and intelligence 
apparatus. 


Ghislaine and Epstein, as most now know, were also operating a sexual-trafficking and sexual-blackmail 
operation that involved the sexual abuse of minors, who were used to seduce and entrap powerful 
individuals, particularly Democratic politicians. Furthermore, the pair’s ties to intelligence have 
subsequently emerged and are alleged, including by eyewitnesses, to have begun in the 1980s with the 
direct involvement of Robert Maxwell. As noted in this article, Robert Maxwell at the time of his death 
was attempting to become “king” of New York high society. 


Given the context surrounding the circumstances during which the Ghislaine-Epstein sexual-blackmail 
operation developed and launched, as detailed here, it appears more than plausible that this operation not 
only benefited certain intelligence agencies but also the organized crime—linked Mega Group and the 
Maxwell family itself. Ultimately, the activities that Ghislaine undertook alongside Epstein, as well as 
those of her siblings, fulfilled Robert Maxwell’s reported desire to become “the patriarch of a dynasty that 
would wield financial and political power on a global scale.” However, like the rise and fall of her father, 
Ghislaine’s power and influence was not meant to last. 


In this light, it appears that the sexual-blackmail activities of these two individuals was an operation 
seeking to not only influence US policy on behalf of a foreign entity (as well as domestic entities such as 
the CIA) but to influence powerful individuals for the benefit of the Maxwell family itself as well as the 
organized crime web in which Robert Maxwell enmeshed his business interests in the latter years of his 
life. 


To continue to claim that Ghislaine Maxwell’s activities were only performed to please Jeffrey Epstein 
who only sought to financially extort certain individuals for his personal gain is dishonest when faced 
with the facts of the matter and the context in which their operations took place. It also belittles the 
experiences of those who survived sexual abuse at the hands of both Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey 
Epstein, as the continued cover-up of their complex dealings means that justice will never be served for 
their enablers, while the names of those they unduly influenced will never become public. It is a 
revelation that those in power must prevent the public from understanding at all costs, lest Americans 
realize that the United States has long been a country ruled by backdoor dealings, illicit intelligence 
operations, and blackmail. 


cia epstein ghislaine maxwell intelligence israel maxwell robert maxwell 
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incredible 
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Matthew Blum says: 
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Amazing: One couldn’t make this stuff up! 


Amazing: Whitney Webb would win a Pulitzer in an world that wasn’t as inverted as ours sadly is. 
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WOW that’s a lot of information What a story. Great job 
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Awesome as always. Thank you, Whitney! 
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Excellent work. A lot of top research here. 
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Blinken’s stepfather is Samuel Pisar. Samuel Pisar was Robert Maxwell’s lawyer and the 
supposedly the last man to see Maxwell alive. This close relationship suggests Blinken and Ghislaine knew each 
other since childhood in some way. And given their social set perhaps Blinken knew Epstein through Ghislaine. 


Now that’s a potential story to investigate © 
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Aside from the obvious intent of the Epstein/Maxwell sexual lures, it is incredible that so many 
well-known, politically powerful, and economically influential people have had close relations with the duo, as 
noted and documented by Ms. Webb. Her research makes it easy to believe that few of our power structure, 
including presidents, members of congress, and those in control of many of the most powerful corporate and 
financial entities have the best interest of the people of this country anywhere on their radar. They appear to be 
playing a game of Monopoly and the rest of us aren’t even in the game. 
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March 22, 2022 at 1:39 pm 

Thank you Whitney. You are truly a leader at this craft. 
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Amalei says: 
March 23, 2022 at 12:07 pm 


A masterpiece of investigative journalism as only Whitney Webb is able to deliver! The 90s’ were 
very symbolic as it’s the period that mark the complete takeover of US home and foreign policy by powerful 
criminals... 
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Opal says: 
March 24, 2022 at 9:21 pm 


If someone could visualize this net of characters in some 3D format, that would be helpful. It would 
be great to see how these characters are all interrelated. I personally find it too complex and know too little about 
the players mentioned to create this in my own head... 

A timeline would also be helpful. 
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David says: 
April 28, 2022 at 6:56 am 


Here’s a weird story. So when I first started researching this family, I was spending the summer on 
an oceanfront estate in New England. And a woman knocked at the door; she had a difficult-to-place english-ish 
accent; she was looking for a package. I got a decent look at her. We exchanged some words. She left. I didn’t 
think much of it; why should I have? 


Then, the next summer (2019), I was there again, and the media was blazing about how she was “hiding out” 
somewhere in NE . And omg this “;locating? turned out to be the house right next to me. I hadn’t recognized her 
because he had changed quite a bit from the published photographs. 


I watched her walk her dogs and whatnot. Press was hanging out at the entrance to the property. Strange times. 
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Dan Ryan says: 
June 30, 2022 at 5:32 am 


ms. Webb, your work is a wonderful read as well as a demonstration of limitless tenacity. I see that 
in another of your outlets, a Las Vegas frontman speaks of seeing VP LBJ meeting with high ranking mafia men. 
This is a smoking gun. It confirms that LBJ was, as E Howard Hunt stated, in charge of the “great event”. Are 
you too young to research JFK? 
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